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a deserted cabin, and seest yet standing the circle of
poles, and the floor of the cabin covered with Pine
twigs, when thou seest the hearth still smoking, is it
not true that thou knowest positively, and that thou
seest clearly, that Savages have been there, and that
these polesand all the [238] rest of the things that you
leave when you break camp, are not brought together
by chance?’’ *‘Yes,” he answered. ‘‘Now I say
the same. When thou seest the beauty and gran-
deur of this world,—how the Sun incessantly turns
round without stopping, how the seasons follow each
other in their time, and how perfectly all the Stars
maintain their order,—thou seest clearly that men
have not made these wonders, and that they do not
govern them; hence there must be some one more
noble than men, who has built and who rules this
grand mansion. Now it is he whom we call God,
who sees all things, and whom we do not see; but
we shall see him after death, and we shall be forever
happy with him, if we love and obey him.” ‘“Thou
dost not know what thou art talking about,” he an-
swered, ‘‘learn to talk and we will listen to thee.”
Thereupon I asked the Apostate to enumerate my
reasons and to explain them in the Savage tongue, for
I saw that they were very attentive; but this miser-
able Renegade, fearing to displease his brother,
would not even open his mouth. I begged him, [239]
I conjured him with all gentleness; finally I spoke
harshly, and threatened him in the name of God, in-
sisting that he would be responsible for the soul of
the wife of his brother, the Sorcerer, who I perceived
was very sick, and for whose sake I had begun this
discourse, hoping that if the Savages approved of my
explanations, they would readily allow me to instruct



